How I Judge 

Amy Robson  (written 1964)
I was recently asked how I go about judging.  I explained the method I used and also that these were now rare occasions for me.  But when I finished I was told “That’s interesting, I always wondered what a judge looked for first”  Well I cannot answer for anybody else but I have very firm ideas on the degree of importance I attach to certain things. And now I am being bullied by the editor for an article I have decided to jot them down.  So I order of importance these are the things I look for.
Conformation
Conformation is most important  as this is what gives us our sound and well balanced dogs It’s no good excelling in coat or marking if the general conformation is not correct.  This is the basis on which to start - whether for breeding or judging

Type

Of course a dog must be typical of its breed,  Too obvious to write down ?.  I don’t know.   There are some I've judged who could pass as Chihuahuas, some more like Manchester’s and some which just left me wondering !

Movement 

How often have I liked the look of a dog until it starts to move !  We’ve got all sorts in English Toys. From a pronounced hackney action through to the plaiters.  I saw a dog recently that moved as if it were trying to sit down at the same time as it was walking !  And oh those dreadful tucked up back ends !

Temperament

On the whole this is good in our breed and I would like to see it stay that way.  So I frown on the English Toys that cringe and keep their tail flat to their belly, or snap madly at dogs on either side – or even at the judge !   You can tell the difference between the dog that is willing to take on all comers and stand up for himself. A judge in our breed must always remember that our dogs are not friendly to strangers and will not wag their tails just because someone looks at or talks to them. But on the other hand they shouldn’t show fear.  They should stand and show themselves naturally and shouldn’t be put off by handing or noise. I’m not talking about puppies but adults.  In most cases if puppies behave badly in the ring it is through lack of training on the art of their owners – and a good judge can tell the difference here between this and a poor temperament

Coats

I may be asked why I put temperament before coats.  Well  coats can be improved but a bad temperament, never.  There is absolutely no excuse for showing a dog in bad coat.  A good thick, glossy, jet black coat is essential in our breed.  Now before I’m taken up on the word 'thick’ let me explain.  I was told when a newcomer that the correct coat was a thin one and it didn’t matter if you saw through to the skin as long as the skin looked healthy !  Well I've done my homework.  I’ve read through all the old standards right up the present day and nowhere is it stated that a thin sparse coat is the one to aim for. In fact in some of the old books this type of coat is deplored and at least once I’ve seen it mentioned that these coats have been detrimental to the breed as far as popularity is concerned. That’s why I use the word 'thick’ – although perhaps 'well coated' sounds better.   Certainly I don’t like to see skin through the coat.  It is not attractive and not correct

Colour And Markings
Because I've left it until last don’t think I don’t consider it important.  I do.  There are degrees with everything and I would always put up a well balanced dog with showmanship but whose thumbprint have run, than a dog which failed to show well but had beautiful markings, Also to me , where two dogs are equal and one had no thumbprint and the other  black legs I would put the former up. It is easier to get a thumbprint than to get rid of a black leg. I say this with feeling as I’ve had some !  
We must also aim at getting good tan on all our dogs as without this they become very ordinary.   Now please don’t get me wrong and start thinking that doesnt care about their marks. I do passionately care about pencilling and all the other trimmings but I care even more about our dog having tan.  So all things  equal I would veer on the side of too much tan rather than not enough   This is another point about judging.  A judge has a duty to watch for any serious fault creeping into the breed and penalise it heavily – this is essential to keep breeders on the right track.

Can I hear someone say she hasn’t mentioned ears, mouth, eyes, tails etc etc,

Well most of this comes back to the first on my list – CONFIRMATION 
I hope this gives you some idea of how I go about the job.  Believe me it isn’t easy. So often a judge is faced with an indifferent bunch.  How easy life would be if there was always a clear winner. Unfortunately this isn’t usually the case.  So pity the poor judge – it’s made me a good deal more tolerant now I’ve been though the hoops myself.
